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 Will He be there? 
 

Going to church (or any involvement with a faith community) 

can become routine, and in many instances for most all of us 

this has been the case from time to time.  So it is tempting to 

wonder, why bother.  Isn’t it enough that I believe in Jesus, 

that his sacrifice covers me?  Why bother?  A verse leapt off 

the page recently for me: 
 

John 11:56 

So they were seeking for Jesus, and were saying to 

one another as they stood in the temple, "What do 

you think; that He will not come to the feast at all?"  

NASB 
 

After all Jesus was under threat.  We know the story, we have 

heard the brutal details of the crucifixion and the fear and 

bewilderment turned to excitement and joy over the empty 

tomb.  But we assume and therefore presume a lot about God 

and Jesus.  He will be there whenever I elect to turn to Him.  

It’s my choice and he will be happy to receive whatever I 

offer.  He’s always there, at church, hosting the Lord’s supper, 

and even in the woods and on the golf course etc. He’s 

pleasantly in the background. 
 

The verse above paints a different picture: one of people in 

need, people with desires, aspirations and longings that they 

hoped Jesus could fulfill.  And they honestly wondered 

“Maybe He’s not the real deal.”  Just suppose, “What if He 

didn’t show up?”  How would we feel?  Would we notice?  It 

depends on what we seek.  Yet the truth is that He IS there 

and ever will be.  It is His promise and He is faithful.  The 

question now is:   Will we be there? 
 

It is our hope and prayer that in this season through seeking 

you have found and cultivated greater desire to be with Him.   
 

 He showed up 

 He suffered 

 He is Risen  

 He will come again 

 Happy Easter!   --David 

 

 

 

PRAYERS & PRAISES 
 

 Our brothers/sisters in Africa: Jac Agak, Charles Ngoje, Jacob Randiek, and 

your orphan(s)  

 Lisa Grimenstein in her time of Pregnancy and the health of the baby 

 Mike Choley in loss of his mother 

 Cheyenne’s father for healing from newfound cancer  

 Lord’s grace on several in job transition 

 May the Lord grant His Spirit for ministry & mission 

 Bless Lord and Thank You Lord for many in hands-on ministry: 

1. Tommy’s Next Right Step; Gil & Liz administering orphan work; 

2. Jim’s writing; Frank’s Prison Outreach; Azad to Muslims; 

3. Karen and Ann in counseling; Graceworks Administration; 

4. Elders in Shepherding and Prayer; Teachers & Worship Team; 

5. Jim in maintenance; cooks on Wednesday night 

 Lord bring healing for those in the body suffering  

 Thank You for drawing near us by Your suffering  

 Lord’s wisdom for the elders at FH  

 Lord mercy & help on a nation suffering for lack of knowledge 

 Thank You Lord for Spring rains & birds’ return 

 Thanksgiving for loved ones returning home from afar 

 Lord teach us gratitude 

 Living God, Keep our hearts from false gods 

 Teach us to live in the Light of your Resurrection 

 

“Jesus is Risen” by Philippa King 

 

 
Who is the first person to witness the Risen Jesus? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Apr 24 

May 1 

May 8 

May 15 

May 22 

May 29 

June 5 

 

 
 
 

Linda Boyd 

Leah Hickerson 

Kacy Pantall 

Kathleen Stewart 

Anita Christy 

Ocie Garner 

Barbara Jenkins 

 

NURSERY 

(Infants-2 yrs old) 

During sermon only 

 

LORD’S SUPPER 

PREPARATION 

 

 

DATE 

Apr 27 

May 4 

May 11 

May 18 

May 25 

June 1 

June 8 

 

 
 
 

2011 Calendar 
EACH MON+THURS 5:30-5:50PM @ the church Intercessory prayer for anyone 
EACH TUES 6:30 am @ the church, Men’s Ministry 
EACH WED 5:00 pm @ the church, Women’s Bible Study 
 

Sarah/Kathleen 

Lisa/Liz 

Linda/Lois 

Ocie/Shannon 

Pat/Karen 

Sarah/Kathleen 

Lisa/Liz 

 

Apr/May 

 
Grimensteins 

 

(Sub-Grimensteins) 

See Jim Grim with 
questions. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT DINNER 

CLASSES AND WORSHIP SCHEDULE @ FOREST HOME: 

Classes begin at 9 am. Worship begins at 10 am. 

Grades and ages break down as follow: 

Pre-K – Kindergarten 

1st grade – 4th grade 

5th grade and up 

 

Historian Tom Wright Reflects on The Resurrection 
 
     What does a well trained historian say about the Resurrection?  Below are some very condensed thoughts 
by former Oxford Professor Tom (N.T.) Wright. 
 
     The historian is bound to face the question: once Jesus had been crucified, why would anyone say that 
He was Israel's Messiah?  
 
     Nobody said that about Judas the Galilean after his revolt ended in failure in AD 6. Nobody said it of Simon 
bar-Giora after his death at the end of Titus's triumph in AD 70. Nobody said it about bar-Kochbar after his 
defeat and death in 135. On the contrary, where messianic movements tried to carry on after the death of their 
would-be messiah, their most important task was to find another messiah. The fact that the early Christians did 
not do that but continued against all precedent to regard Jesus Himself as Messiah, despite outstanding 
alternative candidates such as the righteous, devout, and well-respected James, Jesus' own brother, is 
evidence that demands an explanation. . . . . 
 
     How do we explain this extraordinary phenomenon, the fact of early Christianity arising in the first 
place, taking its very specific shape, and telling the very specific stories that it did?  I discover, as I look for 
historical explanations, that two particular things must have happened?  (1) there must have been an empty 
tomb that was known to be the correct tomb; it couldn’t have been a mistake;  (2) there must have been 
appearances of the risen Jesus.  Both of these must have occurred. 
     Why?  Because if there had been an empty tomb and no appearances, everybody in the ancient world 
would have drawn the obvious conclusion … : body snatchers. …  They would never ever have talked about 
resurrection, if all that had happened was an empty tomb. 
     Equally, you cannot explain the historical data we have looked at simply by saying the disciples must have 
had some sort of experience they took to be a meeting with Jesus.  They knew Jesus had been killed.  But 
they all knew about hallucinations and ghosts and visions. . . .  If the tomb had not been empty, they would 
have said, ―My goodness, this was very powerful, and quite consoling in a way; but he hasn’t been raised from 
the dead, of course, because dead people don’t get raised (until all the dead are raised at the end)—and 
anyway, there is his body in the tomb.‖  . . . . 
     How as a historian, do I explain these two facts, as I take them to be:  the empty tomb and the 
appearances and visions of Jesus.  The easiest explanation by far is that these things happened because 
Jesus really was raised from the dead, and the disciples really did meet him, even though his body was 
renewed and transformed so that now it seemed to be able to live in two dimensions at once.  (That, indeed, is 
perhaps the best way to understand the phenomena:  Jesus was now living in God’s dimension and ours, or, if 
you like, heaven and earth simultaneously.)   
     The resurrection of Jesus does in fact provide a sufficient explanation for the empty tomb and the meetings 
with Jesus.  Having examined all the other possible hypotheses I’ve read about anywhere in the literature, I 
think it’s also a necessary explanation.     (Wright, 2007) 
     What do you think best explains how Christianity rose beyond the violent crucifixion of its founder? 
 

QUOTABLES 
 I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live. Jesus (John 11:25) 

 Easter says you can put truth in a grave, but it won't stay there.  ~Clarence W. Hall 

 Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime. Martin Luther 

 As a child I received instruction both in the Bible and in the Talmud. I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the luminous figure of the 
Nazarene….No one can read the Gospels without feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word. No myth is 
filled with such life. –Albert Einstein 

 The foundation of our religion is a basis of fact - the fact of the birth, ministry, miracles, death, resurrection by the Evangelists as having 
actually occurred, within their own personal knowledge. Simon Greenleaf 

 The Goal of Human Life is not Death, but Resurrection.  Karl Barth 

 Without a doubt, at the center of the New Testament there stands the Cross, which receives its interpretation from the Resurrection. Hans Urs von 

Balthasar 
 "For me the most radical demand of Christian faith lies in summoning the courage to say yes to the present risenness of Jesus Christ."  

Brennan Manning 

 "Jesus's resurrection is the beginning of God's new project not to snatch people away from earth to heaven but to colonize earth with the life 
of heaven. That, after all, is what the Lord's Prayer is about."  N.T. Wright 

 Despite our efforts to keep him out, God intrudes. The life of Jesus is bracketed by two impossibilities: "a virgin's womb and an empty 
tomb". Jesus entered our world through a door marked,"No Entrance" and left through a door marked "No Exit." --Peter Larson 

 It was this same Jesus, the Christ who, among many other remarkable things, said and repeated something which, proceeding from any 
other being would have condemned him at once as either a bloated egotist or a dangerously unbalanced person...when He said He himself 
would rise again from the dead, the third day after He was crucified, He said something that only a fool would dare say, if he expected 
longer the devotion of any disciples—unless He was sure He was going to rise. No founder of any world religion known to men ever dared 
say a thing like that! --Wilbur Smith 

 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.  Jesus (Revelation 1:18) 
 

 

 

 


